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Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts
61.    Having appointed twenty five writers upon the Bengal establishment
last season and fourteen this, we are very certain if proper care is taken to
keep them to their duty, you can have no reason to complain for want of
assistance, and that they may he kept to their duty, you are strictly to attend
to and carry into execution the instructions and orders we gave on this head
in our letter of 17th December 1762.
62.    Upon the decease of your two chaplains, Mr. Cape and Mr. Stavely,
Lre  18?] April      we observe you have appointed and recommended for our
1762, Pa. 23.            confirmation,   the   Revd.   Mr.   William   Hurst,   Chaplain
dc[- 13 Decr-          to Admiral Cornish and Mr. William Parry, Chaplain to
do. 17* Deer. 1762.   ^s Majestys 84th Regiment of both which gentlemen you
Pa. 42.                    give good characters, but as we have never had more than
two chaplains upon the Bengal establishment and we sent out last season the
Revd. Mr. Furnival Bowen as one of them, he is to he the first chaplain in
rank, and we confirm your appointment of Mr. Hurst who is to be the second.
63.    If there is a vacancy by the decease of Mr. Bowen or Mr. Hurst then
we would have it filled up by the Revd. Mr. Parry, but if both the first
mentioned gentlemen are at Fort William, he is to remain there in the rank
of third chaplain until there is a vacancy by the death or corning away of
either of them, or he is to  succeed on any vacancy at our Presidency at
Fort St. George or that of Bombay, but after Mr. Parry is provided for-in
any of the beforementioned modes you are to return to the original establish-
ment of having no more at any one time than two chaplains.
64.    We think it reasonable that the surgeons and assistants who are
employed  in  attending  our  troops  should be deemed  as much  upon  the
establishment as others, and be entitled to succeed to be
Lre. a April 1762 ]-jeac[ surgeons at the Presidency as vacancies happen
according to their rank if you are fully satisfied of their
abilities; altho' in general we would have them advanced in turn It is
not to be observed as an invariable rule, for the man of superior abilities should
always have the preference and this we leave to you to determine upon,
depending upon your making your choice without any other consideration
whatsoever than is due to merit.
65.    We have given leave for Mr. Robert Nicolson's proceeding to any
of our settlements in India to be entertained as a surgeon where he may be
wanted if found deserving, next after such as have been already recommended.
66.    As you had employed a person for so long a space of time to bring
up your General Books, we had the greatest reason to expect that you would
have been enabled to transmit them to us compleat to
April 1762, the omission of which has involved us in many
difficulties, one of which we shall particularly mention,
and that is the uncertainty we are in with regard to the expences attending
the French prisoners at your Presidency and this at a time when it was
material for us to deliver in our demand on this account.
67.    Your General Books would have removed part of our difficulties as they
must have shewn at one view the amount of this expence for the period they